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Blackmailed

I tad only been assigned 1o Clay
Counry for about a year and ahalfass
qew trooper when the news flash came
on 2 calm Sunday afternoon: Two fed-
oral mershals had been shot and killed
and several other persons werewounded
in & shootout near Medina, North Da-
kota.

That Sunday in February 1983 was
my first incroduction to the werld of
vioient tax protesters, While atiempt-
ing 1o serve a warrant for a probation
violation on a tax proester aamed
Gordon Kah!, Federal Marshal Ken
MuirandDeguty Marshal Bob Cheshire
were executed onaNorth Dakota high-
way. Ken Muir was a true gentleman,
nearing retirement, who lived just 2
few miles away from our home in
Moocrhead. He and the law enforce-
ment officers assisting him that Sun-
day were not outio harm Gordon Kahl
and his band of thugs. Ken Muir and
Bob Cheshire were there to do their
job. They planned to serve 2 warrant
and take Gordon Kabl to jail for not
peying his taxes. When the Kahl ve-
hicle was stopped, the marshals were
met with a barrage of rifle fire from
Kahi, his son Yorie, and Scot Faul, as
¥ahl's wife and friend David Broer
watched. As Bob Cheshire lay dyiag
on the road, Gordon Kahl walked over
and shot Bob twice, point-blank, in
the head.

Kah! and his followers were ROt
rational people. They belonged to &
group identified as Posse Comitatus,
who espouse a Christian Identity the-

ology sad join it (p 2 very particular
set of right-wing beliefs about the
Constiturion and the jegal system. Itis
an organization that is viciously rac-
ist, anti-Semitic, and anti-government,
However, the Posse adopts therhetoric
of patriotism, individual rights, local
comwol, and defense of the Constitu-
Gon to sell their poison o the publie.
In June 1983, after killing a sheriff in
a shoarout in Arkansas, Gordon Kahl
assumed the consistency of charccal
when his hideout was burned © the
ground. While the murder trials were
goingon inFargo, 1 rememberfoliow-
ing the Faul family through our patrol
statjon and watching for ciher Posse
members who might suddenly appear.
Anxiety ran high ameng the law en-
¢orcement commuity inthe Red River
Vailey in those years.

During my time in Clay County, 1
rememberseveral confrontations with
Posse members, Qae confrontation still
haunts me as a gear-doath experience.
Istopped a Posse metnber one evening
in a rural location, kngwing the shug
had an outstanding warrant. The man
wias well known to law enforcement as
o problem buily. With 2o assistance
available for miles, I confronted the
man alone. He decided he would not
Hetaken into custody and the fight was
on. We fought on the blackiop, on the
shoulder, and in the ditch. He broke
gway and ran into the woods, where |
foliowed him and tackled him. We
fought untit we could not fight any-
more, As he pinned me in the dirt, 1
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drew sy gun with every inteption of
killing him before he illed me. For
come reason, he suddenly brake away
and ran further into the woods. ] re-
wmed to my squad thinking, “What
the heck am I doing. I'm going 1o die
because this stug didn’tpay his taxes?”
For 22 years, | have had no use for
radical vax protesters. They are irratic-
nal and adangeros demoeratic 50¢i-
ery.

1 know you are wondering, what in
the world is he rambling about now?
Here is my point: As radical as the
Posse Comitatus is about protesting
raxes, we have a radical anti-tax ozga-
nization within our own state ther ad-
vecates some of the same Posse
principles. Where the Posse uses vio-
lence and irrational right-wing beliefs
to advance it cause, oWl Minnesota
organizalion uses mMonty, threats, and
political blackmail 10 enforce its anyi-
tax, anti-government agenda. The or-
gapizalon is proud of ifs “no new
taxes” pledgeithas blackmailed many
of our elected officials into signing,
and posts its conquests prominently
onits Weh site. Although the organizs-
tion jsn't obviously violent, its final
result is just 85 dangerous. We have
radicals dictating how our quality of
life will be affected. :

Hey, I'm 2 conservative who wounld
rather not pay taxes. However, 1 have
growatoeXpectacerain quality cf iife
that is somewhat dependent on 0Ur
government. Government doesn’t run
on air and promises, it Tuns o0 citizen
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contributions in the form of tax dollars,
which fund valuable public empioy-
ees, expected services, and quality of
life issues. My wife and ] pay a generous
amount of 1axes, and we will pay more
raxes if it means maintaining or ad-
vancing our quality of life. Taxing has
been around sipce biblical times, and
taxing will be around when we haveall
assumed room temperature, We are liv-
ing in a state that is falling behind the
times in its infrastrucrure, public safety,
educational system, health caré sys-
tems, and other areas. State depastment
budgets have been cut to bare bones
over the past two years, hundreds of
employees have been iaid off, services
have been cur, most of us received no
wage increases for two years, employee
penefits have been reduced, and work-
ing conditions have become downright
dangerous in some jobs. Money is

needed to correct these problems. Like
it or not, this money needs to come from
tax contributions.

Tcanstill remember President George
¥, W. Bush making his 1988 campaign
declaration, “Read my lips ... no new
taxes!” With the national economy in
the dumps, it only tock & couple of
years for him to realize bis speech was
2 mistake. He approved new taxes and
the economty began to turn around. It's
time for some of our state politicians to
admirthey werc blackmailedinto signing
2 “no new taxes” pledge. If the enor-
mous budget deficits we have in Min-
nesota are poing to continue @ be
solved by letting our quality of life
slip away, then rest assured our popu-
lation will algo be slipping away to
other more desirable states. All Minne-
sota state employees took a tremen-
dous economic Ioss over the past two

years due to pay {freazes, benefit ero-
sion, and layoffs. We have done more
than our par: to solve the state’s defi-
cit. It is now up (o those elected offi-
cials, who were blackmailed into the
bogus tax pledge, 10 set aside what
seemed fike a good idea at election
time and get on with funding govern-
ment services properiy, Part of that
funding needs Lo come in the form of
new toxes.

Whelher you drass a ax protesier in
camouflage with an automatic rifle, or
in a business suit with a laptep com-
puter, the protester is still nothing more
thap a radical. Our Minnesota quality
of life is too precious to he lostover &
blackmail pledge. Come on, 2005
Legislawre: Let's get on with the
people’sbusiness. Ourquality ofiifeis
slipping away.

For more informotion about First Responder, EMT, Paramedic Continving
tducation, and other classes, call us ot 1-866-505-6367 or (612) 873-5681.
Information ond registrafion forms for emergency medical care classes ore
avaikable of our website: www.hcme.org\education\ems,htm

" Minnesota’s First
Level 1 Trayma Confer g

Providing more than 40,000 hours of quality fraining
to Minnesota’s EMS providers each yéar.

- Henncpin County Medical Contor

Level 1 Travma Center
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